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ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO PM-07 NSC-07 SP-03 SS-20 RSC-01 
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038984 

R 080844Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SANAA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3968 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
CINCEA 

SECRETSANAA 1384 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, YE, SA 

SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH SAUDI AMBASSADOR 

l; I CALLED ON SAG AMBASSADOR SLID AIRY JULY 6 TO LEARN 
HIS VIEWS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. SUDAIRY, LOOKING 
CONTENDED AND RELAXED, SAID YEMEN FINALLY FOLLOWING 
QTE CLEAR PATH UNQTE. SAG HAD FULL CONFIDENCE IN HAMDI 
AND WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO SUPPORT HIM. SAG 
HAD NOTED PROTESTATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP BY PRIMIN AL-AYNI 
AND HIS CLAIM TO HAVE ABANDONED HIS BA'ATHI LEANINGS. 
SAG WOULD AIT TO JUDGE HIS ACTIONS, SECURE IN 
KNOWLEDGE THAT IT COULD CALL OUT THE TRIBES AT ANY 
TIME, IF AYNI 

SHOULD TRY TO PROMOTE LEFT8 5 ELEMENTS. 

SUDAIRY NOTED SAG HAD NO DESIRE, HOWEVER, TO PROMOTE 
INSURRECTION UNNECESSARILY. 



2. ACCORDING SUDAIRY, WHO ACCOMPANIED HAMDI JULY 7, 
SECRET 
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SAID YARG PARTY WILL SPEND THREE DWJO IN TAIF AND THEN 
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GO ON TO EGYPT FOR TWO DAYS BEFORE RETURNING TO SANAA. 

HE CONFIRMED THAT SHAIKH ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR, SHAIKH SINAN 
ABU LUHUM, MINFIN JUNAYD,(MIN HEALTH ABD AL-WUDUD, 

MIOXLOCAL ADMIN ABD AL-MALIK AL-TAYYIB (AS STRONG SAUDI 
SUPPORTER AND MUSLIN BROTHEDL AND MININFO DAHMASH ARE INCLUDED 
IN DELEGATION. 

3. COMMENTING 0 COMMAND COUNCIL KEY MEMBERS ABU SHAWARIB 
AND MUTAWAKKIL, SUDAIRY DREW ATTENTION TO FORMER'S CLOSE 
TIES TO SHAIKH ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR WHICH MADE 

HOM BASICALLY SOU 

K IN SAUDI EYES. MUTAWAKKIL HE VIEWED 
AS MUCH TOO SYMPATHETIC TO PRIMIN AL-AYNI. 

4. FROM RELIABLE DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE I HAVE LEARNED 
THAT IN SUDARIY’S ABSENCE, SHORTLY AFTER HAMDI TAKE-OVER, 

JUNIOR SAUDI CHARGE ADMITTED TO MY LVLLEAGUE THAT SAG 
HAD KNOWN OF COUP PLANS IN ADVANCE. CHARGE COMMENTED TO 
HIM THAT IF SHAIKH ABDULLAH HAD NOT BEHAVED QTE LIKE A 
FOOL UNQTE, HE COULD HAVE BEEN PRESIDENT. COMMENT: 

WHILE LASVNSSTATEMENT IS OPEN TO SEVERAL INTERPRETATIONS, 

THESE RATHER INDISCREET REMARKS ARE CLEAREST EVIDENCE 

WE HAVE SEEN TOMKATE OF SAG ROLE IN EVENTS OF JUNE 13. 

BRITISH HERE. INCIDENTALLY, BELIEVE SAG COMPLICITY 
ESTABLISHED BEYOND ANY REASONABLE DOUBT. 

5. ONE EVENT MORNING OF HAMDI'S DEPARTURE JULY 7 SHOWS WHICH WAY 
WIND BLOWING IN YAR. THAT MORNING AS RUSSIAN CREW WERE PREPARING 
YAR PRESIDENTIAL IL-18 FOR DEPARTURE, THEY WERE TOLD HAMDI WOULD 
DEPART BY SPECIAL SAUDIA FLIGHT INSTEAD. 

CRAWFORD 



SECRET 



NNN 
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